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5.9 SILICON TRACKER 

In combination with the Superconducting Cryomagnet, the Silicon Tracker represents the 

centerpiece of the AMS-02 suite of detectors.  The Tracker (Figure 5.9-1) consists of 

eight layers of double-sided silicon micro-strip detectors (ladders) on five support planes. 

The spatial resolution will be better than 10 µm in the magnet’s bending plane and 30 µm 

perpendicular to that.  The planes are placed inside the bore of the magnet, with the six 

innermost combined to build pairs.  The two outermost layers serve as the entrance and 

outlet windows.  All eight tracker planes together comprise 192 silicon ladders 

corresponding to an active area of about 6 m2 of silicon and 200,000 readout channels.  

The entire tracker electronics consume 800 W of power.   

In addition, the Tracker is equipped with an infra-red (IR) laser Tracker Alignment 

System (TAS).  It will periodically monitor the X- and Y-position of the tracker layers 

with respect to each other.  The principle of this system is to pass a laser beam of IR 

wavelengths, through selected spot areas - the so called “Alignment Holes” - in each 

detector plane where the laser can penetrate and still be detected by the layer.  Benefiting 

from the partial transmittance of crystalline silicon at IR wavelengths, a signal in all eight 

tracker planes can be generated from only one beam.  For redundancy, the full alignment 

system will consist of five pairs of beams, placed in the center of the tracker, one pair set 

traversing the beams up and the other set down. 

The AMS-02 Tracker is the second generation of the Tracker that flew on STS-91 

(AMS-01).  It utilizes the same honeycomb panels and exterior cylindrical shell (Figure 

5.9-2).  The flat flanges on both the top and bottom of the AMS-01 Tracker have been 

replaced by conical flanges on the AMS-02 detector (Figure 5.9-3) and the Tracker feet 

were redesigned to interface with the Vacuum Case.  The Tracker mounts at eight attach 

locations (4 at the top, 4 at the bottom) to the Vacuum Case conical flanges.  Data from 

accelerometers flown on STS-91 was used to lower the load factors for AMS-02.   

Three additional layers of silicon ladders have been added to the Tracker for AMS-02.  

This was accomplished by placing ladders on both sides of the Tracker’s three interior 

planes.  The three interior planes are ≈ 3.6 ft (1.1 m) in diameter and the top and bottom 
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planes are a ≈ 4.9 ft (1.5 m) in diameter.  The Tracker is ≈ 3.9 ft (1.2 m) high and weighs 

≈ 438 lbs (198.5 kg). 

 

Figure 5.9-1  Layout of the AMS-02 Silicon Tracker 
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Figure 5.9-2  A Section of the Tracker Support Structure Cylindrical Shell 

 

 
Figure 5.9-3  Tracker Support Structure – Upper Conical Flange 
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5.9.1  Silicon Sensors and Ladders 
 
The AMS experiment silicon detector assemblies (Figure 5.9.1-1) contain silicon ladders 

made up of a series of 2.836 inches (72.045 mm) x 1.628 inches (41.360 mm) x 0.012 

inches (0.300 mm) double-sided silicon micro-strip sensors, electrically connected by 

microbonds.  The silicon sensors are reinforced by sandwich structures made of foam 

with light-weight carbon composite backing.  Hybrid boards at the ends of the ladders 

enable the sensors to be electrically connected to the tracker electronics.  The ladder 

assemblies vary in length from ≈ 11.47 inches (290 mm) to ≈ 40.75 inches (1035 mm), 

and are 2.836 inches (72.045 mm) wide and ≈ .394 inches (10 mm) thick.   

 

 
 

Figure 5.9.1-1  Tracker Ladders (typical) prior to mounting on a Tracker Support Plane 

 
Figure 5.9.1-2 shows the principal elements of the silicon ladder and the main 

components of the readout hybrids.  Thin-film, 50 µm Upilex (an ultra-high heat-resistant 

polyimide film) is used extensively in the ladder.  A metalized Upilex film, glued directly 

to the silicon sensors, serves as a routing cable to bring the n-side signals to the n-side 

front end hybrid, which is located at the ladder end closest to the magnet wall.  The 

flexible Upilex film and a second short Upilex film joining the p-side strips to their 

hybrid allow the hybrids to be placed back-to-back, perpendicular to the detection plane, 

thus minimizing the material in the sensitive region of the tracker.  Finally, an 
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electromagnetic shield in the form of a doubly-metalized Upilex film surrounds each 

ladder. 

 
 

Figure 5.9.1-2  The principle components of the Silicon Ladder 
 
The silicon sensors of each ladder are supported by a 0.2 inch (5 mm) thick Airex foam 

that is glued to the n-side Upilex film. The exposed surface of the foam is covered with a 

100 µm thick layer of carbon fiber.  Small (5 mm3) 7075 aluminum support feet are glued 

to the carbon fiber surface; the exact number depends on the ladder length. The feet 

contain screw fixation holes which are used to attach the ladder to its tracker plane. 

The silicon sensors are grouped together, for readout and biasing, in ladders of different 

lengths to match the cylindrical geometry of the AMS magnet (Figures 5.9.1-3 and 5.9.1-

4). The maximum combined strip length in the silicon for a single readout channel is 23.6 

in (60 cm).  
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Figure 5.9.1-3  Tracker Support Plane 2 with Ladders installed 

 

 
Figure 5.9.1-4  Tracker Support Plane 3 with Ladders installed 

 
5.9.2 Tracker Support Structure 
 
The tracker support structure is divided into three sections: a carbon fiber cylindrical 

shell which supports the planes 2 to 4 located inside the magnet, and two carbon fiber 

flanges which support the exterior planes 1 and 5.  The tracker planes located inside 

(outside) the magnet are the same as those used for AMS-01. They have a composite 
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structure with two 220 (700) µm thick layers of carbon fiber surrounding a 12 (40) mm 

thick, low density aluminum honeycomb interior, ρ = 16.02 (32.0) kg/m3. The diameter 

of the interior (exterior) planes is 1.0 (1.4) m. The AMS-01 interior planes have been 

modified to accommodate the second layer of ladders; the latter increases the material 

thickness of an interior plane to 1% of a radiation length at normal incidence. In view of 

the marginal increase of the plane hermeticity, and the very significant complication of 

the mechanical design, there is no overlap between the ladders in the planes of the 

tracker.  To equalize the pressure inside the Tracker with the pressure in the payload bay 

during launch and landing, the Upper and Lower Conical Flanges each contain two light 

tight, filtered vents (Figures 5.9.2-1 through 5.9.2-3) that permit air to exit or enter the 

enclosed Tracker volume of 40.26 ft3 (1.14 m3).  

The Tracker Support Planes, Cylindrical Shell, and Conical Flanges are fabricated from 

M55J Fiber/Cyanate Ester Composite face sheet with a Hexcell Composite Honeycomb 

Core.  The Tracker Support Feet are made from Titanium Ti6AlV4. 

 
Figure 5.9.2-1  Light Trap/Vent Hole (with cover and filter mesh removed) – Upper 

Conical Flange 
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Figure 5.9.2-2  Schematic of Light Trap/Vent Hole (Cross Section) – Filter not shown 
 

 
 

Figure 5.9.2-3  Cross Section of Tracker Showing Typical Vent Paths During 
Depressurization 

 
 
5.9.3 Tracker Alignment System (TAS) 
 
The Tracker Alignment System (TAS) provides optically generated signals in the 8 layers 

of the silicon tracker that mimic straight (infinite rigidity) tracks of particles. It has been 

shown with AMS-01 that these artificial straight tracks allow the tracing of changes of 

the tracker geometry with a position (angular) accuracy of better than 5 µm (2 µrad). The 

system uses the same silicon sensors for both particle detection and control of the 

alignment. It serves to generate position control data within seconds at regular time 
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intervals (4 to 6 times per orbit), for example, while the ISS flies into the shadow of the 

Earth or comes back into the sunlight. 

As shown in Figure 5.9.3-1, the AMS-02 tracker is equipped with 2 x 10 pairs of 

alignment control beams. The beams are narrow (diameter < 0.5 mm) and of small 

divergence (< 1 mrad). The TAS generates laser energy from ten independent laser 

diodes, pairs of the diodes contained within five Laser Fiber Coupler (LFCR) boxes 

(Figure 5.9.3-2). This energy is generated by Eagleyard EYP-RWL-1083 infrared (1083 

nm) laser diodes with a maximum power output of 80 mW. Each laser will emit at a 1 Hz 

interval with a 4 µs pulse duration when operating. Each laser diode’s emissions are split 

into four output mono-mode optical fibers, each with approximately one quarter of the 

total power output. The LFCR boxes are light tight and cannot release any laser 

emissions with the exception of the fiber ports where laser emissions are nominal design 

features.   

The beams enter the tracker volume through 2 x 5 beamport boxes (LBBX) mounted on 

the outer face of the two outer tracker support plates (Figures 5.9.3-3 thru 5.9.3-5).  The 

tracker sensors on the alignment beams are equipped with antireflective coatings (SiO2 

and Si3N4) optimized for the wavelength chosen (residual reflectivity ~ 1%). In addition, 

the readout strip metallization width was reduced to 10 µm width in the coated areas and 

the other implants not metallized. Together these measures have resulted in a 

transparency of the alignment sensors of 50% and the 8th layer of the tracker receives 

about 0.8% of the intensity coming out of the LBBX. Alignment beams are arranged in 

pairs in order to distinguish between changes in beam geometry and sensor 

displacements. Laser alignment will be performed coincident with data taking. The 

operation of the TAS consists of less than 1% of the AMS-02 operational time.   
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Figure 5.9.3-1  AMS-02 Silicon Tracker Laser Alignment System Overview  
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Figure 5.9.3-2  LFCR Box Design 
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Figure 5.9.3-3  Tracker Laser Alignment System Beamport Design 
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Figure 5.9.3-4  Close up of Tracker Plane 1 showing mounting locations for Laser 

Beamport Boxes (LBBXs) 
 

 
Figure 5.9.3-5  A Laser Beamport Box (LBBX) installed on Tracker Plane 1 
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5.9.4 Tracker Thermal Control System (TTCS) 
 
The TTCS is one of the most complex thermal control systems used on AMS-02.  The 

Tracker, which is completely encased inside the inner bore of the Vacuum Case, 

generates 144 watts which need to be rejected while minimizing heat flow to the vacuum 

case inner cylinder.  The TTCS thermal design includes thermal bars, a pumped CO2 

cooling loop, radiators, manifolds, accumulators and numerous other components.  A 

detailed description of the TTCS is included in Section 5.13.7 of this SDP. 


